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U.S. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 3/17/86 (FREEMAN, ANTHONY G.) OR-P 
TAGS: ELAB PINS AR SHUM 

SUBJECT: (U) BOMBING ATTEMPT AT HOME OF PERONIST LABOR LEADER 


REF: BUENOS AIRES 1611 (PARA 9) 


1. (U) A BOMB EXPLODED IN FRONT OF THE HOME OF PERONIST 
LABOR LEADER ROBERTO GARCIA IN THE EARLY HOUS OF MARCH 14 . 
GARCIA, EX-SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE TAXI UNION, IS THE 
NOMINAL HEAD OF THE UNION BLOC KNOWN AS THE MOVIMIENTO 
SINDICAL PERONISTA (MSP) AND FORMER VICE PRESIDENT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU) . 
THE BOMB REPORTEDLY DID LITTLE DAMAGE AND NO ONE WAS IN- 
JURED. POLICE REPORTEDLY DEACTIVATED ANOTHER BOMB BEFORE 
IT WENT OFF. 

2. (U) FOLLOWING THE BOMB ATTEMPT THE MSP ISSUED A STATE- 
MENT WHICH SAID THAT "FOR FOUR YEARS NOW, THE ARGENTINE 
LABOR MOVEMENT HAS BEEN SUFFERING A SYSTEMATIC AND 
CONSTANT AGGRESSION AT ALL LEVELS: INSTITUTIONAL, 

3RGANIZ AND EVEN PERSONAL, IN PERFECT CORRELATION WITH 
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[HE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POLICIES (OF THE GOVERNMENT) , 
JHICH SERIOUSLY THREATEN THE WORKERS OF OUR COUNTRY." 
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3. (U) THE TRADITIONALLY ANTI -PERONIST BUENOS AIRES 

HERALD TOOK THE MSP TO TASK FOR DEMAGOGICALLY IMPLYING 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE BOMB ATTEMPT AND THEN ADDED ITS OWN SPECULATION 
THAT, IN THE LIGHT OF VIOLENCE -PRONE PERONIST LABOR 
POLITICS, SOME RIVAL PERONIST FACTION MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
RESPONSIBLE. 


4. GARCIA IS THE MOST AGGRESSIVELY ANTI - GOVERNMENT 

OF THE CURRENT CROP OF PERONIST LABOR LEADERS. GOVERN- 
MENT LABOR OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN INFORMALLY WARNING 
LABOR OBSERVERS FOR WEEKS THAT GARCIA COULD EXPECT TO 
BE' REARRESTED, OR WORSE, IF HE DID NOT LET UP ON HIS 
PRESSURE TO HOLD A GENERAL PLENARY OF REGIONAL AND 
NATIONAL LABOR LEADERS TO DISCUSS AN ACTION PLAN (IN- 
CLUDING STRIKE ACTION) AGAINST GOVERNMENT LABOR 
POLICIES. 
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